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Analyzing Responses and Tendencies 
on Social Media 



According to a study by UN Women, 9 out of 10 Egyptian women have 
faced a form of sexual harassment, abuse, or violence. It is a recurring 
nightmare plaguing women as more and more fall victim every day.

Introduction

In light of the recent online wave 
aimed at publicly exposing and 
shaming harassers, we asked 
ourselves: what has lead to this 
online movement and how does 
it translate on social media?
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Source: https://web.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/microsites/gender-sexuality/
un_womensexual-harassment-study-egypt-final-en.pdf
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https://web.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/microsites/gender-sexuality/un_womensexual-harassment-study-egypt-final-en.pdf
https://web.law.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/microsites/gender-sexuality/un_womensexual-harassment-study-egypt-final-en.pdf


A Cloud of All the Words 
and Hashtags Collected 
and Analyzed:

2016 2020
May July

Start End

The Dates Being Looked At:  
(With Data Mainly From     )

First, This Is the Scope  
of What We’re Exploring…
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Source: Tweets around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-
July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo 3 August 2020
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This wave isn’t the first.

 4 August 2020

Here’s a brief 
history of online 
shaming and exposing 
of harassers…
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While the conversations about the case of exposed harasser 
Ahmed Bassam Zaki aka “ABZ” are by far the largest, dozens 
of other horrifying stories were discussed on social media in 
the past four years. Needless to say, these are only the few 
that gained medial attention.

Harassment-Related Conversations in 
Egypt Over the Past 4 Years:

2016 2019 2020
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New Cairo Harasser 
متحرش التجمع 

#ادعم_منه_جبران 

In Cairo

Rape of a Teenager Living 
with a Mental Illness 

In Mansoura
#MeToo Movement in USA 

Spillover in Egypt

Street Group 
Harassment Incident 

In Mansoura

Ahmed Bassem Zaki 
& Current Wave 

Multiple Locations

Tiktok Rape Incident 
#حق_منه_عبدالعزيز 

#القبض_على_المغتصب
_مازن_ابراهيم 

In Cairo
Harasser Killed Husband 

of Woman Being 
Harassed on Beach 

#اعدموا_المتحرش_القاتل 

In Alexandria
Rape of Girl at an 
Education Center 

In DakahliaRape of a Toddler 
واقعة طفلة “البامبرز” 

In Dakahlia

Gang Rape of High 
School Student  
In Damanhour

The Incident of Football 
Player Amr Warda 
#منتخب_المتحرشين 

In Cairo

The current wave is not the first. Women have 
been reverting to social media to expose cases 
of sexual abuse and harassment for years.
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How was the case of ABZ exposed 

 6 August 2020

and how did it gain traction on social media ?
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July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

Credit Goes to  
These Early Initiators

Sabah Khodeir first exposed Ahmed 
Bassem Zaki in her Instagram post. This 
was followed by Shady Ayman Nour’s 
post, driving conversations all around 
from Teen Times to Empower Mag.

Shady Ayman’s Post 
July 2, 2020

Teen Times’ Post 
July 2, 2020

Sabah Khodeir’s Post 
June 30, 2020

Empower Mag’s Article 
July 9, 2020
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Sabah Khodeir
Shady Ayman Nour
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42,000 Reactions 
2,367 Comments

10,200 Reactions 
300 Comments

21,000 Reactions 
350 Comments
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Source: Top hashtags used within tweets around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related topics 
in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

With more victims 
speaking out, a large 
number of  
is born.

This cloud demonstrates the most popular 
hashtags by the number of conversations 
around them. Hashtags range from ones 
taking a religious view, others taking a feminist 
perspective or encouraging women to speak 
out, to demands for basic rights and laws to 
be implemented, in addition to more and more 
hashtags exposing other harassers.

 8 August 2020

hashtags
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                Efforts,  
With a                 Voice?

Public figures and “influencers” 
creating content and constantly 
pushing for awareness and 
change, helped transform this 
wave into a movement. 
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Stronger
Stronger

August 2020
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Source: Tweets around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-
July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

The efforts of @assaultpolice, a 
platform that compiles, verifies and 
documents harassment cases, in 
addition to efforts of other activists 
and artists, perhaps helped transform 
this wave from some random posts 
to something much bigger and more 
organized.
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                Efforts,  
With a                 Voice?
Stronger

Stronger

August 2020
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Men were quick to jump in, 
split between: Those Taking a 

Supportive Stance 
& Victim Blamers .

 11 August 2020



FETCH THE DATA: Sexual Harassment
Source: Tweets by men (Twitter identified) around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related 
topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-July-2020. Sample: 259. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo
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21%
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Women Being the Problem
8.9%

Standing With Women
50.8%

Sarcasm
14.3%

Mixed Opinions/Neutral Stance
26.0%

Half the Men Taking 
a Supportive Stance 
to Women

The rest we split into three 
categories: 1. men who clearly throw 
the blame entirely on women, going 
so far as to absolve harassers of any 
wrongdoing; 2. men who blame both 
harasser and victims, and 3. men who 
take a sarcastic and belittling stance 
towards the subject as a whole.  

Perhaps most worryingly is that 
support from men on social media has 
slightly gone down in 2020, while a 
surge in victim blaming is observed.

Male Opinion Over Time

Average male opinion
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Taking a belittling or 
sarcastic stance towards 
the entire subject.

Clearly blaming women as 
the root cause to their 

being harassed and abused.
Mixed opinions average at 26%, 
where men threw blame at both 
the harasser and the victim 
claiming both were at fault, or 
were discussing the topic with a 
very neutral stance (worth 
noting that the neutral stance 
was low vs. mixed opinions).

August 2020

Men that stand beside 
women and encourage 

speaking out against 
harassers.
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Source: Tweets by men (Twitter identified) around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related 
topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-July-2020. Sample: 259. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

How Some Men Blame 
Harassment Victims

For some it was very easy to blame women’s 
actions for being harassed. Usually centered 
around religion, women’s clothes being revealing 
and “provocative”, or described as “asking for it”. 
In most cases these posts were coupled with 
other men replying with an alternative narrative 
in defense of women.

 13 August 2020

Women Being the Problem
8.9%
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Source: Tweets by men (Twitter identified) around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related 
topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-July-2020. Sample: 259. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

How Some Men Take 
a Supportive Stance
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From sharing stories to explaining true 
societal realities, more than half the men in 
the sample stood alongside women and gave 
no room for harassers, rapists and abusers to 
justify their crimes. While coming from different 
perspectives, all of these posts stand firmly 
against harassment. Some discuss how society 
helped create and sustain harassment, others 
discussed a multitude of incidents all across 
Egypt and even in their own university, school, 
or household.

August 2020

Standing With Women
50.8%
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Has Anything Really

 15 August 2020

Changed?
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Source: Tweets with auto-identified gender talking about harassment, rape, sexual assault and 
related topics in Egypt. May-2016 – 16-July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

Percentage of Women vs. Men Talking About 
Harassment in Egypt on Twitter:
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More Women Are                        
                     Online
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#MeToo Movement in USA, 
Spillover for 3 Months After 

It Started in USA
Amr Warda Incident

2016 2019 202020182017

61%

While one would expect harassment conversations to be lead by 
women, men have actually been leading the discussion. Yet for the first 
time since the #MeToo movement (which had little impact on volume of 
conversations), the voice of women around harassment surpasses that 
of men. Maxing out at 58% (w) to 42% (m) in December of 2017, July 
reaches a new peak of 61% (w) to 39% (m) (July 1 – July 16).

58%

Speaking Out

August 2020
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On the Ground

From the arrest of ABZ to the 
passing of a new harassment law, 
this online movement seems to have 
had tangible repercussions on law 
enforcement and policy levels.

August 2020

Changes
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July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo 18

Birth of a New Culture 
Where Women Are 
Encouraged to

Social media has been exploding after 
the ABZ case with new cases, new 
hashtags, new ‘report’ accounts, and 
it seems to only be increasing.

Harassers?

August 2020

Call Out 
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Source: Tweets around The Fairmont Incident globally. July-2016 – Aug-2020. Collection on Netbase. 
Analysis by Kairo
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Trend of Conversations Around  
The Fairmont Incident

32%

68%

Women Men

Men vs. Women Talking About 
The Fairmont Incident

Common Terms Around  
The Fairmont Incident

57,000
A total of

from 25 July to 6 August  
specifically about the incident. 

TWEETS

Why haven’t we analyzed the so-called “Fairmont Case” in 
this report? At the time the data was compiled and analyzed, 
the case had not yet emerged on social media. But here’s a 
quick look at some numbers:
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Source: Tweets around harassment, rape, sexual assault and related topics in the GCC. May-2016 – 
16-July-2020. Collection on Netbase Analysis by Kairo

Harassment-Related Tweets  
in the MENA Region Over the Past 4 Years:

And before we end, here are 
some numbers on the subject of 
harassment from the region:

Thousands of harassment-related 
conversations have been taking place 
throughout the MENA region.
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Trend of Conversations  
in the Highest 5 Countries Talking About Harassment:

Word Cloud of Conversations   
in the Highest 5 Countries Talking About Harassment:
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& Click here to subscribe to Fetch & receive monthly 
reports on the up & coming digital trends.

For customized, in-depth studies for your 
brand or industry, get in touch. 
hello@kairo.me
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https://kairo.me/fetch
mailto:hello@kairo.me

